










Once completed we were off upstream passing through a
thickly wooded valley with a marvellous view of Clivedon
House. The Uppers in their skiffs being towed with ropes by
their launches – so much for rowing!! It did however give
them a longer lunch in the pub just above the lock at
Cookham while we went for a ride upstream past Bourne End
where the river widens slipping between fields and a herd of
cattle were standing knee deep to evade the flies!
After an about turn we passed the Uppers coming out of the
pub having finished their lunch ready for their next  reach of
this beautiful river and hopefully to find some Swans because
they were sadly hiding from the Needlemakers!!
More information on Swan Upping can be found at
http://www.the-river-thames.co.uk/swupping.htm
and http://www.royal.gov.uk/royaleventsandceremoni
es/swanupping
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We were all delighted to hear
the news of the election our
Chaplain  Christopher Chessun
as the new Bishop of Southwark  
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Our Banquet in
February was a
splendid occasion as
always and we had
the opportunity to
hear from Rodney
Bass, a lifelong friend
of mine who is
Chairman of Essex
County Council,
extolling the virtues
of his home county.
We were delighted
to entertain the Lord
Mayor, Michael Bear,
and his wife Barbara,
the Lady Mayoress.

Again I was able to make a donation on behalf of the Company
to the Lord Mayor's Appeal.

In April our Luncheon was at Cutlers' Hall where the principal
guest was David Wooton, Master of the Worshipful Company
of Solicitors but also a candidate for Lord Mayor in the
election to be held  this October.
Air Vice-Marshall Steve Hillier regaled us with a speech about
the Royal Air Force and then presented the Needlemakers'
Sword to Lieutenant Mani Sodhi of 3rd Battalion The Princess
of Wales' Royal Regiment. It was my pleasure
to announce the prize winners this
year of the Royal School of
Needlework who were Miss
Joanne Pyner and Miss Denise
Burling. We also raised some
additional funds for the Lord
Mayors' Appeal by holding a
draw for the Needlemakers
Bear. 
There were a number of
school events. Speech Days
or Prize Givings at a number
of the educational
establishments we support as
well as several exceptionally good
musical events. The most
remarkable of these was the joint City
of London Schools Concert where pupils of the boys school
and the girls school together with staff and ex-pupils
performed Mozart's Requiem. The soprano soloist for that
performance was Raphaela Papadakis who had received the
Needlemakers Choral Award when at the City of London
School for Girls and is now studying at the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama. She has agreed to perform for us at the
Installation Dinner in October.
Church services have figured quite extensively as well. In
addition to the Carol Service, Festival of St Cecilia and United
Guilds Services, there have been several services and recitals
at St Paul's Cathedral made particularly special when our
chorister, Roman Strode, took part. There were also services
at St Olave's, St Brides' in Fleet Street, King Edward's School
Chapel at Witley, the Chapel at Christ's Hospital in Horsham,
St Mary Le Bow and Southwark Cathedral, the latter two
relating to our Chaplain, Bishop Christopher Chessun. The
first for the Court of Arches confirming his election and the
latter for his enthronement as Bishop of Southwark. The
Company subsequently visited the Cathedral. We are very
privileged as a Livery to retain him as our Chaplain.
Military matters have figured fairly frequently. The 3rd
Battalion The Princess of Wales' Royal Regiment did me the
honour of inviting me to their Albuhera Dinner in Canterbury
and also Beating the Retreat at Lingfield. In addition there have
been a number of cadet and reserve forces events including
the South East London Cadet Camp at RAF St Mawgan in
Cornwall. The cadet camp gave us the opportunity to see what
a difference this movement is able to make to the lives of
these young people, many from very deprived backgrounds.
This was thrown into stark relief while they were still in
Cornwall when there were riots and looting in some of the
areas where they lived.
I have attended a number of lectures, talks and exhibitions. I
am now far better informed about polymers, the Supreme
Court, Chinese Imperial Robes and the Huguenots than when
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I started. There have been musical events, as I mentioned, at
schools and churches but also at the Guildhall School of Music
and Drama and Spitalfields Music. I managed also to attend and
present the prize at the Quilts in the Garden Exhibition under
the auspices of Past Master Henry Milward.
Having tried to convince you that I have spent all my time
doing worthy things, I have to admit there has been a great
deal of socialising. We have, of course, had the Needlemakers
events; the holiday in Italy, the break in Stratford-upon-Avon
and Swan Upping. 
These have all been over-subscribed and exceptionally
enjoyable occasions. In addition Jenny and I went to Ironbridge
with the majority of other Livery Masters and their partners
as well as attending a Royal Garden Party at Buckingham
Palace. I have been a guest at a significant number of dinners
and receptions. These have all provided opportunities for us to
get to know members of the Livery and fellow Masters and to
have some fun.
One of the highlights of the year was taking part in the Jail and
Bail event put on by the British Red Cross. This involved a
number of City Livery Masters being “arrested” by the City
Police (wearing Victorian uniform), charged with trumped-up
offences, taken to the Tower of London where we were
fingerprinted and photographed. We were then held until a bail
of a minimum of £1,000 each was produced. The bail money
was of course a charitable donation to the British Red Cross.
Thanks to everyone who contributed.
Overall, being Master of The Worshipful Company of
Needlemakers has been most rewarding and very enjoyable. I
would like to thank everybody for their company, warmth and
support.
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Anne Jeater of Macclesfield won the Visitors
Choice at ‘Quilts in the Garden’ with a quilt
'Katie's Choice'. The quilt is  a feathered star
inspired by her granddaughter’s wedding.

Needlemakers’ Lodge
The Worshipful Company of Needlemakers is not the
only Livery Company to have a Masonic lodge formed
by liverymen. At least twenty two other lodges exist,
each relying exclusively on membership drawn from
within their own Company. These lodges have grouped
together under the umbrella Sister City Livery Lodges.
‘Sister’ because, curiously for a men-only organisation,
Masonic lodges are feminine. That’s why a Mason’s first
lodge is known as his ‘Mother’ lodge. 
Whilst some lodges, like Cutlers and Poulters and
Blacksmiths take their name from their Livery
Company, other lodge names are a little more arcane.
Taurus Lodge is formed by Butchers and the Guild of Air
Pilots and Air Navigators call their lodge Per Caelum
(the heavens or skies). St Julian, the patron saint of
Innholders, lends his name to their lodge whilst St
Catherine (of the Wheel) is the name chosen by
Turners. Pellipar, derived from the Latin for skins or
skinners, is the lodge jointly founded by members of
two Companies, Skinners and Merchant Taylors.
The Master of a Sister City Livery Lodge is an honoured
guest at all the other twenty one lodges during his year
in office. He is invited to visit each of one of them and
it is a considerable logistical exercise to fit them all in.
Some meet only two or three times a year and many
meet on the same evening. Attending other lodges and
meeting other masons is one of the most enjoyable
aspects of Freemasonry. Visiting a lodge which is linked
to a Livery Company and dining in other Livery halls
adds to that enjoyment by sharing our commitment to
the City of London whilst maintaining our extensive
charitable activities beyond the City. Many of the
traditions originating in early Guilds and trade societies
are continued within the lodges and at the festive board
afterwards. We share similar values; the principles of
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth or if you prefer,
friendship, charity and morality.

'Visitors' Choice at the
'Quilts in the Garden' at
Uttoxeter Race course.




